
 

Position Summary: 
Love surgery? We’re in search of a part-time veterinarian to perform soft tissue surgery on shelter- or 
community-owned animals. With minimal to no interactions with the public, we perform spay/ 
neuter and other surgical procedures in efforts to facilitate adoptions of the dogs and cats in our care 
and support our community.  
 
Essential Functions and Job Responsibilities: 

1. Perform surgical sterilizations and other soft tissue surgery, ensuring adherence to best-
practices of pre-, peri- and post-operative care of patients  

2. Supervise Surgical Technicians regarding handling of animals, anesthetic protocols and use of 
controlled substances  

3. Assess individual patient issues and provide appropriate solutions from a shelter-centered 
perspective 

4. Support all organizational, surgical and medical guidelines  
5. Work collaboratively with all staff to ensure thorough communication and patient care is 

achieved 
6. Ensure surgical records are complete and accurate 
7. Responsible for maintaining current state licensure 

 

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities: 

1. Ability to quickly perform skilled surgical sterilization of dogs and cats per shelter protocols 
2. Willingness/ability to perform: enucleation, amputation, hernia repair, mass removal and 

other surgical procedures as indicated 
3. Demonstrates principles of gentle tissue handling and appropriate aseptic techniques  
4. Competently handles surgical complications  
5. Understands and practices low-stress animal handling 
6. Communicates effectively with colleagues 

 

Education and Experience Requirements: 

1. Doctoral Degree DVM/ VMD 
2. NC State license to practice Veterinary Medicine 
3. Experience with HQHVSN preferred  

 

Physical and Emotional Demands:  

1. Must be able to work standing or sitting for 6 or more hours 
2. Must be able to lift 40 pounds as needed 
3. Must be able to bend and kneel repeatedly 
4. Must have good hearing and vision 



5. Ability to utilize a computer and other office equipment 
6. Must be able to cope with death due to surgical complications or euthanasia 

 

Work Environment: 

1. Potential exposures to formalin solution, isoflurane gas, sharps. 
2. Prolonged exposures possible to dish soap, chlorhexidine, isopropanol, hydrogen peroxide, 

isoflurane gas, quaternary ammonium cleaners, bleach, pressurized steam. 

The operations of an animal shelter can be stressful and busy at times. The schedule can change 
and may require weekend hours to complete the job. Training may require travel.  

 


